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life lias much chance of doing anything. I have thoroughly
enjoyed being Governor. I have kept every promise, ex-
pressed or implied, I made on the stump and I feel that the
Bepublican party is stronger before the State because of
my incumbency. 'Certainly everything is being managed
now on a perfectly straight basis and every office is as clean
as a whistle. Now, I should like to be Governor for an-
other term, especially if we are able to take hold of the
canal in serious shape. But as Vice-President I don't see
there is anything I can do. I would be simply a presiding
officer and that I should find a bore."

"Writing again to Senator Lodge, on February 2,1900, he
said:

' i In the Vice-Presidency I could do nothing. I am a com-
paratively young man yet and I like work. I do not like
to be a figure-head. It would not entertain me to preside
in the Senate. I should be in a cold shiver of rage at

inability to answer hounds like P------ and scarcely more

admirable M-----and H-----. So, old man, I am going to de-
clare decisively that I want to be Governor and do not want
to be Vice-President.''

On the following day, February 3, 1900, in a letter to
Senator Lodge, he explained why Senator Platt was in
favor of the nomination:

"I have found out one reason why Senator Platt wants
me nominated for the Vice-Presidency. The big moneyed
men with whom he is in close touch and whose campaign
contributions have certainly been no inconsiderable factor
in his strength, have been pressing him very strongly to
get me put in the Vice-Presidency, so as to get me out of
the State. It was the big insurance companies, possessing
enormous wealth, that gave Payn his formidable strength,
and they to a man want me out. The great corporations
affected by the franchise tax, have also been at the Sena-
tor. In fact, all the big moneyed interests that make cam-
paign contributions of large size and feel that they should